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Comparison Paragraphs

A comparison paragraph is a segment of writing that examines the similarities between two
or more subjects, such as historical figures, literary works, or research methods. It’s a crucial
skill in academic writing that helps in constructing arguments and understanding
relationships between ideas.

The point-by-point method and the block method are two approaches to structuring
comparison paragraphs:

Point-by-Point Method:

This method discusses one aspect of comparison at a time.

Each point is followed by the comparison of both subjects.

It’s suitable for longer essays where detailed comparisons are necessary.

Helps maintain clarity and prevents the reader from losing track of comparisons.

Block Method:

Discusses all the points for one subject and then all the points for the other.
Suitable for shorter paragraphs or simpler comparisons.

Easier for the reader to keep track of comparisons in shorter writings.

In essence, the point-by-point method is more detailed and methodical, while the
block method is more straightforward and better suited for shorter or less complex
comparisons.

Topic: Compare Cyrus the Great and Alexander the Great.

Point-by-Point Method:

Cyrus the Great and Alexander the Great resemble each other in three ways. First of all, both
of them were important emperors in the ancient world. Cyrus the great united the Persian
tribes and founded the Achaemenid empire which extended from central Asia to western
Europe. Similarly, Alexander the Great united the Greek and Macedonian tribes and
established an empire which was as vast as that of Cyrus the great. Secondly, both of them
were great warriors and showed a lot of courage at war. They used novel strategies, tactics,
and techniques of war to create powerful armies and defeat their enemies. Last but not least,
they both treated the people who surrendered to them fairly and showed little injustice to the
defeated nations. Because of these three common characteristics, they were able to capture
many new lands and stabilize their rule over the conquered countries.

Block Method:

Cyrus the Great and Alexander the Great resemble each other in three ways. Cyrus the great
was a famous emperor who united the Persian tribes and founded the Achaemenid empire
which extended from central Asia to western Europe. He was an intelligent warrior and used
creative strategies, tactics, and techniques to form a powerful army. He managed his army



wisely and courageously. But the key to his success was not just bloodshed. He treated the
defeated nations fairly and stabilized his rule over the captured lands through justice. On the
other hand, Alexander the great was also an emperor with the same characteristics. He united
the Greek and Macedonian tribes and established an empire which was as vast as that of
Cyrus the great. He was a clever and brave warrior like Cyrus the great and surprised his
enemies through the inventive methods his army used at the time of war. He also tried to treat
the defeated people fairly and avoided injustice toward them to rule over his empire more
easily. Then because of their tendency to found an empire, their creativity and bravery at war
and their justice at peace, they were able to capture many new lands and stabilize their rule
over the conquered countries.
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